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It has been ten years since I first met the Navigators in 
Cebu City, Philippines. The lives of the alumni that I 
knew, their relationship with God and towards one 

another, and the love of my mentors and friends who 
journeyed with me helped me grow in the Lord. 

Summer training camps, knowing and sharing the 
gospel, new found friends, sharing tears and laughter, 
pajama parties, and praying together – those are but 
some wonderful times I hold dear to my heart. 

I am one of the many Cebu Navigators who are 
now overseas. Cebu is our home, our Jerusalem. God 
has spread many of us to the “ends of the world” to be 
gospel carriers wherever we are. 

Shortage of labourers
When I left Cebu two years ago, the student ministry, 

young professionals, and alumni functioned on their 
own. I saw the student work slow down to a crawl due 
to the shortage of labourers. There were only two full-
time staff members handling the ministry. 

In May 2007, a few alumni were challenged to 
realign their lives for the kingdom after they attended 
a Condensed World Mission Course. I am thrilled to 
see a revolution of alumni, young professionals group, 
and student leaders actively helping one another to 
know God and raising up generational labourers in the 
campuses, communities, families, and marketplace. 

“Part of the student leaders training is to stay some 
weekends in the homes of the alumni to observe how 
lordship is being practised in the family and in individual 

lives. The alumni share their struggles and victories in 
following Jesus in every area of their lives,” said Samuel 
Rizal, associate staff member. 

Where there’s a need, there’s a way
”As we continue our partnership with God, we see 

the increasing financial needs of the ministry. But we 
don’t worry about this because he will provide. His 
provision does not only include money in our pockets 
but also skills in generating money.” 

The alumni felt challenged to contribute their 
resources of time, skills, and finances. In October 2007, 
alumni couple Jay and Malou Alota put up a carenderia 
(small, low-cost restaurant) that will generate income 
for the ministry.

Some staff and alumni, however, thought it would be 
better if the ministry could own and run the business. 
The suggestion received overwhelming response. 
Alumni within the Philippines and overseas, young 
professionals, and even student leaders contributed 
money to acquire it. Within two months God blessed 
it with more than PhP7,000 (SG$240) net profit and 
it’s still counting. 

When I think about all these happenings, I can't help 
but be filled with joy and encouragement. v
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Where there’s a need, there’s a way
The carenderia (small, low-cost restaurant) owned and run by the Cebu Navigators help support the ministry. 

Workers of the carenderia are also feeling the impact of the gospel as the Navigators reach out to them in practical ways.
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