








Two testimonies from the Singapore Polytechnic Navigator alumni gathering late last year.

More stories at www.navigators.org.sg

'm 46 this year. | came to know the Lord at 17. It's
a glorious journey of the Lord. If anything else, it is
the legacy of the foundation spent in one-to-one time.
| take this as my spiritual birthplace. The foundation
that the Navigators taught me continue today. | still
follow up men, I still bring them to the cross, | still talk
to them about the fundamentals of the Scripture.
| want to encourage all of us — life begins in our
40s. Everything we have gone through in our 20s,
30s, and 40s is God’'s preparation for us. The best
is yet to be because the finishing point is when we
stand before God and he asks us what did we do with

our lives.

I've been asking God | want to die
probably at 90. | always ask him these
days what his purposes are for me
in my generation. | suspect it can’t
be too far away from mentoring,
discipling, and helping people
know the Lord. The friendship and
fathering spirit that I've received
all these years — that I'm likewise
passing on to others. -Leonard
Yeow, Founder, CEO, The
Eximius Group Pte Ltd

or 20 years, | didn’t want to have anything

to do with Christianity. | was very involved
with building up my career. Towards the end
of 1999, God started to call me. He put this
desire in my heart for him.

God doesn't give up on us. For 20 years
he did not give up on me. He sentLay
Seonto call on me for one whole year. She
was very persistent, always inviting me to church. My
heart was very hard. “No. No time.”

At the end of 2002 she invited me to the African
Children’s Chair at her church. The way the children sang
really touched my heart. Though underprivileged, they
sang with exuberance. It was amazing. | knew then that |

had to come back to God.

In 2003 Lay Seon invited me again for the Good

Friday outreach. Since then | have been regularly

attending Bethesda Bedok-Tampines Church and have

never looked back. The first two years were honeymoon
period getting back into God, getting to know him all
over again, and reading his Word.

It's been about three years and as the church says,
“time to cho-kang (work/serve him).” Last year | invited
my Mum to the mid-autumn evangelistic event and she
accepted Christ. Later, | found out that my younger sister
also accepted him. What a joy! | thank God for his grace
and mercy to me and my family.

| agree with what Leonard said, life begins in the 40s.
I’'m still in my 40s. For the last 20 years | was just busy
building up my career and ignoring God but he never gave
up on me. If you are going through a tough time, remember
God never gives up on you~ Yeo SinJo GeneralManager,
Kenwood Appliances Singapore Pte Ltd
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Do your friends consider you their friend?
How to win trust and be credible with people you know

Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many
as possible. .. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some.
1 do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings. (1 Corinthians 9:19-23 NIV)

The apostle Paul is not talking about being chameleon-like — to be
so well camouflaged into his social settings that he does not show any
distinctive characteristics of a follower of Jesus Christ. Instead, Paul is
talking about his social sensitivity and personal freedom that make him
versatile and flexible in his relations with non-believers. He is able to
“win friends and influence people,” to borrow the title of a popular self-
help book.

How does Paul do it?

Be a friend like Paul

Essentials of an effective insider by Tom Lee

1. Paul never presents a
false front. What you see is what you get. You can immediately
feel comfortable. There is no second-guessing about his sincerity in
wanting to be your friend and in being himself.

2.

Like Jesus, “who is a friend of publicans
and sinners”, he accepts people as human beings, broken and deeply
loved by God. He gives you your dignity. You don’t have to put on
a show.

3.

You want to hang around a guy
who understands you and makes you feel valued even when you
shared deep secrets of bad things in your life with him. You know
you can trust him.

4.

You know he has “something” that you don’t
have and he clearly tells you what it is but he doesn’t coerce you to
agree. He wants you to find out for yourself. He lets you into his life
to see how he, too, struggles with life issues. You discover that he
is real in his human condition, not some super-duper self-righteous
religious type that puts on a show.

5.

He listens to you, shares his views
about things and lets you decide. He respects it’s your prerogative
to do that.

6.

As aresult, you observe that following Jesus
gives him a sense of freedom that permeates all his relationships. He
lives out what he teaches. You are attracted to his way of life. You
become his friend and more. He is becoming like a brother.

Tom Lee is an Associate Staff of The Navigators, Singapore. He is principal consultant at
Resources for Living — ReLiv Consultants Psychologists. His ministry focus is caring for various
people working in cross-cultural settings. He enjoys reading Paul’s Letters one at a time in one
sitting and finds Paul’s personality and character come through vividly this way.

Pavtners

by Thomas Chua, National Director

We took seriously the suggestion
of alumnus Leonard Yeow

to strengthen connections with our
alumni. Starting an alumni section in
NavNews and on our
website are just two
ways. His testimony is
featured on page 3.

The Navigators have
been in Singapore since
1962. We are humbled
to see how the fruits of
our ministries have gone out into the
marketplaces, neighbourhoods and
into the nations. All these could only
have been possible with God.

One of the things on my wish list
is to see a greater partnership with
Navigator alumni so that we could
journey and network together for the
advancement of God’s kingdom.

The individuals featured in this
issue emphasise the heartbeat of The
Navigators — a vision for the world, a
heart for the individual. “The least,” as
the prophet Isaiah said, “shall become
a thousand, the smallest a mighty
nation.” One of our ten core values
states, the dignity and value of every
person.

Years ago, our pioneers believed
that, and we are seeing the results of
their faith. Today, we know by faith
that the ones we are relating to now
will also bear fruit in God’s time.

What are you learning these days
about God? About his kingdom?
About making disciples? About raising
generations of labourers? Let’s co-
labour together. We want to hear from
you.

An Alumnus?

Let’s connect!



Background photo by Christopher Potter, www.sxc.hu
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Like an ignition flame that ean spark off a bushfire, so }

one person blazing for Jesus can spark off the fast spread of
the gospel to tens, hundreds, or thousands of people. h
During our Staff Meet' Missionaries cum Chinese

New Year celebration last mouth, Singaporean Navigator |
workers in different mission Countries shared stories of how I

God used them to lead individunals to Christ — who, in turn,
led their families and friends to Chrispas well.

-

If it’s good news, why not share it with others?

“I am so blessed because the people God has
entrusted to me to minister to are influential,
foundational people. In fact, two of them are pastors
now,” said Melanie*, a Navigator who has been in a
rice bowl country in Asia for 11 years.

She has also been reaching out to Aichen*, a
successful businesswoman in her workplace, for about
six years. “I started by helping her with English lessons.
After years of relating to her, | had the opportunity to
lead her to Christ.”

Now Melanie does English lessons and Bible study
with Aichen, who has grown to love the Scripture.
Aichen later led her two good friends from Hong Kong
and US and also her workers to Christ.

When Melanie cautioned her to be careful about
being so open in sharing to her staff at work about her
faith, Aichen said, “If it’s good news, why not share
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it with others?

We are happy for where she is now...

“In a village that we visited, the death of a woman
who had leukemia brought people to Christ,” said
Gracie*, a Navigator who works in one of the
international schools in East Asia.

“After receiving Christ at the hospital, the young
woman led her family to the Lord. She also shared
the good news of God'’s love to other patients in the
hospital and called her friends on the phone and
led them to Christ.” She died on the day she was
baptised.

“When she wasn’t healed and died, we were
worried that her family who are young believers would
lose faith. But they said, “We are happy because we
know where she is now. She doesn’t have to suffer
anymore.”

Though a believer for only a brief span of life, her
faith nonetheless brought many others to Christ. <

* Names have been changed
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The calling of The Navigators is to advance the gospel of Jesus and his kingdom into the nations through spiritual generations of labourers living and discipling among the lost.
Views expressed in published articles are those of the individual writers and may not necessarily be the views of The Navigators Singapore.
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